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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 10, 2021, at 10 a.m.

The Senate met at 12 noon and was
called to order by the Honorable MIi-
CHAEL BENNET, a Senator from the
State of Colorado.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, You rule forever. Lord,
we see change and decay in our world,
but Your power and might continue to
sustain us. Great is Your faithfulness.
You remain our shelter by day and de-
fense by night.

Today, surround our lawmakers with
Your generous blessings. As they seek
to honor You, provide them with the
wisdom to keep our Nation strong.
Lord, bless them with Your compas-
sion, mercy, and love as You continue
to answer their prayers.

We pray in Your strong Name. Amen.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

Senate

MONDAY, AUGUST 9, 2021

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, August 9, 2021.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable MICHAEL F. BENNET, a
Senator from the State of Colorado, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.

PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.

Mr. BENNET thereupon assumed the

Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

INVESTING IN A NEW VISION FOR
THE ENVIRONMENT AND SUR-
FACE TRANSPORTATION IN
AMERICA ACT—Resumed

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of
H.R. 3684, which the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 3684) to authorize funds for
Federal-aid highways, highway safety pro-
grams, and transit programs, and for other
purposes.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
H.R. 3684

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, now,
it may have taken all weekend, but the
Senate is now finally on the precipice
of passing major bipartisan infrastruc-
ture legislation.

Last night, an overwhelming bipar-
tisan majority of Senators voted to
surmount the final few procedural hur-
dles and put the bill on a glidepath for
passage tomorrow morning. The bill
will represent a substantial downpay-
ment toward the level of infrastructure
investment our country needs, and for
the first time, the Senate has come to-
gether around such a package in dec-
ades. I will have more to say about it
before final passage.

BUDGET RECONCILATION

Now, Mr. President, all summer, I
have spoken about how the Senate
would proceed along two tracks when
it came to infrastructure: the bipar-
tisan bill we will vote on tomorrow as
well as the budget reconciliation bill
that will allow Democrats to make his-
toric investments in American jobs,
American families, and efforts to re-
verse climate change.

In order to achieve such an ambitious
legislative effort, I laid out two clear
goals for this summer work period:
pass the bipartisan bill and a budget
resolution to set up the second track of
our process before we leave for August
recess.

Many folks called that two-track
process unrealistic. Many others said it
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